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lj, PHONEMES 

The following chart illustrates the phonemes for Gumawana. 

Consonants 





Bilabial 


Labio-dental 


Alveolar 


Vel 


Stops voiced 


b 




d 


8 


voiceless 
Fricatives 


P 


V 


t 
s 


k 


Nasals 


m 




n 




Lateral 






1 





ROWELS 

High close 
Mid close 
Low close 



Front Central Back 

i u 

e o 



$U STOPS 

gThe stops contrast at labial, alveolar and velar points of articulation. All are unaspirated. 
; two allophones, [k] and [x]; /k/ is realised as [x] between a non-high vowel or initial 
boundary, and a non-high, back vowel All the stops occur both word initially and 
I medially. IxJ has the allophones [t] and [s]; A/ is realised as [s] before [i]. 

U Nasals 

The nasals contrast at labial and dental points of articulation. Both are voiced and can 
BfiCUr word initially and mediallv 

FklCATIVES 

|u? fricatives contrast at labio-dental and alveolar points of articulation. Both /v/ and /§/ 
* word initially and word medially. The [s] is produced with tongue tip on the lower 
| and with the blade of the tongue in the alveopalatal area, /v/ has two allophones, [v] 
" W; M is realised as [w] before front vowels. 

^Lateral 

^lateral /l/ is in free fluctuation with the flap [r]. It is alveolar and may occur word 
jfor word medially. Some people place the tongue tip on the lower teeth using the 
> produce the sound, while others use the tongue tip in the alveolar position. 
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2.1.5 VOWELS 



The vowels contrast in high, mid and low tongue positions. The allophones oi 
and [©]. The latter occurs in unstressed syllables. 



2.1.6 Semivowels 

The semivowels [y] and [w] occur phonetically in Gumawana, but are not phi 
When lil and /u/ are assigned to a C in the skeletal tier of Gumawana syllable stru< 
section 2.2) they are realised phonetically as [y] and [w]. All examples beyond this 
are written using y and wfor clarity. 

The [y] has two phonetic shapes. The first is palatal and the second is fronted bci 
non-high vowel and a non-high, back vowel. 
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